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•	 Irritated behavior

•	 Head shaking

Scan to learn more

NEW WORLD SCREWWORM
•	Not a worm, but the larvae form of a species of blow fly (Cochliomyia hominivorax)
•	It infests the living tissue of warm-blooded animals, which can lead to death if untreated
•	New World Screwworm (NWS) can infest livestock, pets, wildlife, occasionally birds, and, in rare cases, humans
•	Infestations are more prominent in Mexico, Jamaica, Cuba, and across South America
•	Poses a serious animal health and econimic threat for livestock producers

New World Screwworm (Cochliomyia hominivorax) flies are similar in size to 
common house flies, or slightly larger, with these distinguishing characteristics:

•	 Orange eyes
•	 Metallic blue or green body
•	 Three dark stripes along their backs

WHAT TO LOOK FOR

Immediately report any suspicious wounds, maggots, or infestations to your veterinarian 
Early detection can save animals and help prevent the spread

•	 Inspect animals frequently for wounds
•	 Protect wounds with an approved insecticide 
•	 Implement a strong insect control program to deter flies
•	 Monitor and treat for ticks as necessary; tick bites can be an entry point for NWS
•	 Newborn navels should be treated with an approved insecticide and monitored closely
•	 Avoid procedures such as castration, dehorning, and tagging during times of high-fly activity

Female flies lay eggs on living animals near wounds or mucous membranes. 
The eggs hatch into larvae that burrow into the tissue, feeding and causing damage with sharp mouth hooks, 
which enlarges the wound. Once mature, the larvae drop from the wound, pupate in the ground, and emerge as 
new flies to infect additional hosts.

PREVENTION

•	 Smell of decay coming from wounds

•	 Presence of fly larvae (maggots) in wounds

Prevention is the best defense.
Keep your herd safe with a coordinated fly control strategy with Prozap. 


