TIMELY
REMINDERS
BIOSECURITY PRACTICES THAT KEEP LIVESTOCK SAFE
BY DEBORAH CAMERON, ANIMAL HEALTH INTERNATIONAL
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iosecurity planning is a key part of livestock operations.
While it may not be as easy to see its importance
when things are running smoothly, its value is clear in the
unfortunate case of an outbreak.
Advance preparation is one of the keys to a strong
biosecurity program. Producers typically consider the
introduction of pathogens from new animals to the
operation, migratory animals, non-production animals, pests,
visitors, employees and suppliers.
Once protocols are in place, managers should ensure that
staff is trained on what they need to do. Many operators
refresh this training as often as twice a year and enforce
penalties if staff doesn’t follow through

PLANNING SPECIFICS FROM THE REAL WORLD
Jeremy Robertson, Head of Live Production for
Brenneman Pork, has seen specific actions that gave a
biosecurity boost to their operation. At the top of the list was
investing time and attention in on-site air handling. “We have
a very climate-controlled process. We went to the degree,
and expense, to filter all the air into units, basically trying to
remove aerosol-based viruses,” he said.
Robertson also talked about the biosecurity benefits to
maintaining an animal’s overall health throughout their life
cycle. “I know everybody’s heard the phrase, an ounce of
common sense is worth a pound of theory. Applying that at
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Brenneman’s, we focus on air, water and feed and try to do
our best to prevent any specific animal from experiencing
a bad day. To us, that’s what it’s all about. A happy, healthy
pig will grow well and produce.”

“The Pork Board, the National Pork Producer Council and
sessions at World Pork Expo – they all provide information
producers need. In addition, we need more local groups for
monitoring, but we don’t need to make it hard.”

Specific relationships with industry resources, including
veterinarians, manufacturers and distributors, along with
access to technology and diagnostic tools, also help
Brenneman’s prepare for success against pathogens.
“We respond hard in the first 24 hours to collect facts and
use the situation to better understand how to move forward.
This is serious to us because we have seen that facts and
opinions start to dilute the clarity of what’s happening after
the first 24 hours.”

As a large distributor within the industry, Animal Health
International plays a part in this support network. Its
experienced representatives receive education and training
from manufacturers dedicated to herd health, premise
health and biosecurity. They know what’s worked (and what
hasn’t worked) for the other operations.

The way a team responds can also be critical. Robertson
shared how his team works to stay as positive as possible.
The company is also aware of how an issue might
affect not only the pigs but staff, their families and the
larger community.
WORKING RELATIONSHIPS ALSO GIVE PROTECTION
Another element of biosecurity planning is maintaining
strong, supportive relationships across sectors of the
industry, which makes it easier to share knowledge about
the latest safety measures and potential for outbreaks. With
this principle in mind, producers are encouraged to stay
engaged with area veterinarians, agriculture extension/
offices, state or national livestock associations and
dedicated product and service vendors.
Robertson talked about the benefits to information sharing.
“We must work together on this as an industry. Members
need to understand what’s going on and that there
are a lot of resources out there that can help,” he said.

Animal Health International can also focus on assisting
operations as they maintain security protocols, customizing
a response based on variances that each operation has
in livestock type, operation size, transportation protocols
and farm or ranch footprint. Responses include limiting and
managing trucking and trucking paths, managing schedules
and processes for supply drop-offs.
Robertson identified how simple planning with Animal
Health International worked well for Brenneman’s.
“Getting them to deliver on a schedule so that we could
house a month’s worth of inventory at once was crucial
because it reduced that many more entries to the property
over a year’s time.” He continued, “Life is stressful enough.
To work with partners that don’t cause more stress is a joy.
Pure and simple.”
ROUTINES AND ASSESSMENTS ARE CRUCIAL
While biosecurity protocols can seem complicated, once
they’re set up and get put into place, following them often
is easier than operations expect it to be. Protocols become
the routine an operator conducts daily, to ensure that their
production runs as smoothly as possible.
During times of stress or potential
outbreaks, the same principles of routine
practices are more important than ever.
“I understand the stress,” said Robertson.
“But it’s easy to get complacent and fail
to react promptly enough. Teams need to
be able to take a step back to understand,
train, and assess situations.”
Robertson added that taking a step
back to focus isn’t unique to the way his
team works. It’s something he believes
would be helpful across the board.
“Anyone in production, I think, has
experienced how difficult it is to maintain
routines over time or under stress. But I feel
like for today’s threats, it’s so important.
It’s just the reality.”n

BIOSECURITY CHECKLIST FOR SWINE OPERATORS
Swine operators need to guard against several potential pathogens including those
that cause foot and mouth disease, African swine fever and Japanese encephalitis.
An outbreak of these diseases or others can compromise food supplies and cause
economic impacts. The items listed below help to mitigate risks:

TRAFFIC/PREMISE

SANITATION

☐

Ensure air filtration and climate
control processes are adequate to
the challenge of filtering airborne
pathogens from barns.

☐

☐

Monitor and manage human,
vehicle and animal traffic to reduce
cross-contamination.

Some pathogens can survive for
weeks in manure. Dedicate separate
equipment for feeding and feed
handling. Do not use that equipment
for waste removal and animal disposal.

☐

Hot wash, clean and disinfect barns
before introducing new animal groups.

☐

Minimize outside contact with your
herds and your operation. Develop
(and enforce) protocols that require
non-employees to stop at the main
office before proceeding to barns or
any other area.

☐

Enforce proper foot bath usage for all
visitors and between barns. Consider
shower-in/shower-out procedures.

☐

Objects that can spread disease
include tubes, nipples, syringes,
needles, guns, A/I or castration tools,
and any item that is used on more
than one animal. Clean multi-use
items thoroughly between animals
and disinfect those tools between
litters. Discard disposable syringes and
needles after one use.

☐

Ensure loading areas are in a heated
environment to allow for easier
washing and disinfecting.

☐

Read the labels on your
disinfectant and follow all mixing
and application instructions.

ISOLATION/ANIMAL HEALTH

☐

☐

☐

☐

Follow all veterinarian
recommendations and protocols for
vaccinations, disease prevention and
treatment.
Require a “vet-to-vet” consult
before purchasing any new animals
and introducing them to the herd.
Minimize introduction of new animals
with unclear pedigrees and always
require all vaccination records and
other health documents.
Isolate new animals and animals
returning from shows for a minimum of
30 days. Isolation areas should have
their own feeding, manure disposal
processes and personnel.
Practice all-in-all-out management to
group animals based on room, barn
or origin. Ensure all animals in a group
are completely moved out before the
next group of animals is introduced.

☐

Know your haulers. Require a cleaning/
sanitation protocol for their vehicles
and themselves. Clearly mark a distinct
line between “clean” and “not clean.”

☐

Require that all feed trucks, delivery
trucks, veterinary vehicles and
employee vehicles adhere to your
washing and sanitation protocols.

☐

Keep gates always secured and in
good condition.

☐

Keep a secure distance between
loading and unloading sites and pens.

☐

Ensure loading areas are in a heated
environment to allow for washing and
disinfecting.

☐

Avoid the crossing or dual use of
roads between barns, feeding areas
and waste disposal sites to minimize
cross-contamination from manure.

☐

Keep distinctions between breeding
and gestation facilities, wean-to-finish
facilities and finishing facilities at each
stage of production.

☐

Minimize the use of the same equipment
for feeding and waste removal or dead
animal disposal. Consider developing a
dual-use cleaning protocol.

☐

Practice early weaning for heightened
immunity development.

☐

☐

Boars, if used, should be tested for
pathogens and their health status
checked daily.

Have a pest-management program in
place since birds, rodents, insects and
feral animals are all vectors for disease.

☐

Cats and dogs also spread pathogens –
keep them off the production site.

